
How to Give 
Details on how to make a contribution here: 

Individual Donations: 

• Online at www.wisconsinumc.org, 

Donate Now Button 

Church Donations: 

• Donate through Ministry Financial 

OR Send a check to Wisconsin Conference at 

750 Windsor St., Sun Prairie, WI 53590 

Memo line: Boy Scouts 

Prayer for Victims of Abuse 

God, we pray for survivors of sexual abuse. We pray for healing. 

We pray for deep comfort. We pray that you will restore what 

has been stolen and broken. While you do not alter history, you 

reveal your love in the present and the future. What seems 

hopelessly shattered, in you can be redeemed. We turn to you 

and cry out for help and healing.  

(Moment of Silence ) 

For those who have suffered, come to them tenderly and with 

overwhelming and powerful love. We join Jesus’ and borrow his 

words, “Be freed from your suffering...” God, Heal the survivors of 

sexual abuse, in Jesus name. Amen.* 

*Mark Herringshaw. Adapted http://blog.beliefnet.com/prayerplainandsimple/2011  

 
Second Mile Giving for Restoration and 
Healing for the Boy Scouts of America 

 
As you may be aware, the Boy Scouts of America (BSA) filed for 
bankruptcy relief in 2020, overwhelmed by a lawsuit that grew to 
involve more than 84,000 allegations of  child sexual abuse related to 
the Boy Scout program as far back as the 1960’s.  The United 
Methodist Church became involved because of our long standing 
relationship with scouting troops in our churches.  Our denomination 
committed support to the Survivor Trust Fund with $30 million.  The 
amount allocated to Wisconsin Conference is $208,096.   
 

We welcome individuals and churches to contribute to this second 
mile appeal. As a Conference have committed to: 
 

• Be in prayer for healing and wholeness for the 
survivors of child sexual abuse, their families, and 
for their daily struggles 

• Raise $208,096 to fulfill the Wisconsin Conference 
commitment to the Survivor Trust 

• Encourage all churches to review their Safe 
Sanctuary Policy. 



Please Pray and Consider Your Response 
“…and if anyone forces you to go one mile, go 

also the second mile.’ (Matthew 5:41, NRSV) 

At the heart of the sermon on the mount is the moral 

action that is restorative to God’s vision for Shalom. 

Jesus calls us to compassion when he says in Matthew 

5:41: ‘if anyone forces you to go one mile, go also the 

second mile.’ We are called to resist injustice with 

nonviolent compassion, to demonstrate trust in the 

abundant grace of God, and to be generous so that our 

witness is restorative. On behalf of Bishop Jung, the 

cabinet, the Conference Board of Trustees, and the 

Conference Council on Finance and Administration, we are 

asking Wisconsin United Methodists to prayerfully 

consider restorative action that centers  on the survivors. 

Any gifts raised in excess of $208,096 will be used for the 

Wisconsin Conference UMC attorneys’ fees. If our efforts 

fall short, in June, 2023, we will assess how much has been 

raised and how much may be required from Conference 

reserves in order to demonstrate tangible evidence of our 

commitment to restorative healing. We are a connectional 

church. We cared for our legal representation as an annual 

conference and did not leave our churches to hire 

attorneys. Please be generous 

and prayerful, even going a 

second mile. Thank you. 

Rev. Dan Schwerin 

Assistant to the Bishop 

Frequently Asked Questions 

Q: My church does not host a Boy Scout Troup nor is it associated with 

any of the abuse. Why should my church and I make a gift? 
A: We are a connectional organization.  The Wisconsin Conference 

represented our churches through information and training to be a 

part of the national settlement, thereby avoiding having to litigate 

each case individually.  This settlement will protect our churches 

liability and set the course for a more defined relationship with the Boy 

Scouts.  

Q: What happens if the campaign does not meet its goal of $208,096? 
A: If the campaign does not raise the full amount, the Council on 

Finance & Administration will propose options at the 2023 Annual 
Conference to fund the commitment we have agreed to for the 
Survivor’s Trust. 
 

Q: Why does our Conference’s and individual church’s insurance not 

cover the costs of both the Survivor’s Trust and legal fees? 
A: We have not filed a claim with our insurance company because we 

are not litigating individual claims, which could have cost significantly 
more.  We are making a contribution to a settlement fund. 

 

Q: How much were the legal fees for our conference? How are those 

being paid? 
A: As of 7/31/2022 the legal fees are $90,000 and will be paid out of a 

mix of reserves and apportioned funds—unless we can raise over 
$208,096, with the excess going towards legal fees. 
 

Q: Where can I find more information about the lawsuit and its 

connection to United Methodist Churches in Wisconsin? 
A: Resources for Ministry with the Boy Scouts can be found on the 

Conference website at: www.wisconsinumc.org/boy-scout-resources 


