
 
 
 
 
Barbara Hill 
My name is Barbara Hill, and I am the Northwest District Director of Lay Servant 
Ministries, a Conference Board of Laity (CBOL) member, and a Certified Lay 
Speaker. Prior to retirement, my fieldwork was project and service coordination 
with the TN State Department of Education and adjunct teaching at the University 
of Memphis. My walk to Emmaus changed my life and I worked several weekends 
for the Emmaus group I am a part of. After retirement, my Lay Speaker duties 
included starting prayer warrior groups with various churches, serving Emmaus, 
music ministry to church and shut-ins, encouraging others to pray about Lay 
Servanthood, and serving a rural church in the state of Arkansas through 
preaching and being Jesus’ hands and feet. The move to Hudson, Wisconsin was a 
decision my clergy husband and I made to be closer to the grandchildren and help 
our daughter-in-law with the young children while our son was serving our 
country in Iraq. Sharing God’s word is what I believe God is calling me to do.  The 
opportunity to work with wonderful people in the Wisconsin Conference of the 
United Methodist Church has spiritually energized me and I look forward to 
sharing God’s plan and his love with others. 
 
Robin Kelby 
Hello! My name is Robin Kelby and I am the District Lay Leader for the Southwest 
District here in the Wisconsin Conference of the United Methodist Church. As a 
lay leader, I am an advocate for the people in my district and a link between local 
church leadership and the district and Conference. I help to train and equip the 
members of our churches so that they have support in their local communities. As 
a member of CBOL (Conference Board of Laity), I stay in touch with leaders across 
the state for events, trainings, and news, and I am one of the people coordinating 
the materials on the Laity section of the Conference website. Finally, unrelated to 
being the SW District Lay Leader, I am also a Certified Lay Speaker, and I really 
enjoy preaching around the state. If you would like to know what it's like to be a 
Certified Lay Speaker and provide pulpit supply, or you would like to learn how to 
get involved outside your local church, give me a shout! 
 



 
Joe Hilke 
Joe Hilke recently joined the Conference Board of Laity, serving as the Director of 
Lay Servant Ministries for the Northeast District.  Joe is a lifelong United 
Methodist and current member of New Hope UMC in Greenbush, WI where he 
serves on the church council.  In addition to his work at the local church, Joe 
chairs the NE District – Circuit 12 Laity Committee and the District Committee on 
Ordained Ministry (dCOM) for the NE District.  He is also a Certified Lay 
Speaker.  Joe currently resides in Plymouth, WI but his faith journey began in 
Green Bay, WI at First United Methodist where he was baptized, confirmed, 
taught Sunday School and served on various committees. In addition to his work 
with the United Methodist Church, Joe serves on the board and is the Director of 
Marketing for the Powerful Question Institute 
(www.askyourpowerfulquestion.com).  Joe holds a Bachelor’s Degree in 
Developmental Psychology with a minor in Business Administration and a 
Master’s Degree in Industrial/Organizational Psychology.  Prior to taking an early 
retirement, Joe held executive Human Resources positions within various national 
and international companies in the manufacturing sector.  Currently, Joe is the 
owner, producer, and director of a video production and media company, 
specializing in web-based media/design and live streaming for non-profit 
organizations. He has been married for 41 years to his best friend, Ann, and they 
have two married daughters and are blessed with five grandchildren.  Joe is 
excited and passionate about his new responsibilities and helping to expand the 
laity presence within the Wisconsin Annual Conference. 
 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.askyourpowerfulquestion.com%2F&data=05%7C01%7Ccochoa%40wisconsinumc.org%7C5d7156553b01409f6c5608db0ecddb36%7Cdcce562a10b141ffab5153f8c3312922%7C1%7C0%7C638120049521330154%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=J4J7PAeeW78qJipqhiYfGVMY88NJTIc39KqJNExCBnI%3D&reserved=0

